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Lead Novels Y3 Synopsis 

 Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little home, but it's on the wrong 
side of the road from the Park where there's a beautiful lily pond and plenty of juicy 
slugs, worms and snails! 
The busy road is dangerous but Max is determined to make his way across. If humans can 
do it, why can't hedgehogs? His first attempt ends in a nasty bump on the head and, 
when Max tries to speak, he realises his words are all mixed up. He is no longer a 
hedgehog but a hodgeheg! 

 The Race to the Top of the World! It comes around once in a lifetime, and the prize? 
Your heart's desire. Shen and Sika can't resist the chance to win, but competition is 
fierce. The path to victory is littered with snow trolls, sea monsters, and a gang of 
particularly hungry yetis. But Shen and Sika have something the other contestants don't 
have. Actually, they have 66 other things; pugs to be exact. That's a 264 paw-powered 
sled! 

 From multi-award-winning Neil Gaiman comes a spectacularly silly, mind-bendingly 
clever, brilliantly bonkers adventure. 
Mum's away. Dad's in charge. There's no milk. So Dad saves the day by going to buy 
some. Really, that's all that happens. Very boring. YAAAAAAAAAWN. There are 
absolutely none of the following inside: GLOBBY GREEN ALIENS! INTERGALACTIC POLICE! 
PIRATES! And most definitely NOT a time-travelling hot-air balloon piloted by the 
brilliant dinosaur scientist Professor Steg... 
 

 Akimbo lives with his family on a game reserve in Kenya. When Akimbo sees what 
poachers do to the elephants on his game reserve, he is determined to stop them. 
There’s only one way to do it, and that’s to become an elephant hunter himself! 

But it’s going to take strength and courage and will involve facing danger. Can he stop 
the poachers and save the elephants? 
 

 The Thing sitting in the corner seemed to be interested. It got up and moved towards 
Barney, into the light. Barney was glad to see it was Somebody after all. Funny way to 
dress though, he thought, rabbit-skins round the middle and no shoes or socks. Much-
beloved by children for generations, Stig of the Dump is the ultimate story about the 
joyful freedom of mucking around outdoors, having fun away from the grown-ups . . . ! 

 You can learn a lot about life by observing another species. That's what Humphrey was 
told when he was bought as a classroom pet for Room 26. And it's definitely true! In 
addition to his classroom escapades, each weekend he gets to sleep over with a 
different student like Stop-Giggling-Gail and Repeat-That-Please-Richie. Humphrey 
learns to read, write, shoot rubber bands and much more. With adventures galore, 
Humphrey's life would be absolutely perfect if only the teacher, Mrs Brisbane, wasn't 
out to get him. 

 Mr Fox is a very clever fox - every evening he creeps down into the valley and helps 
himself to food from the nearby farms. Chickens from Farmer Boggis, ducks and geese 
from Farmer Bunce, and turkeys from Farmer Bean. But now the farmers have had 
enough, and together they hatch a plan to get rid of Mr Fox for good! 
But what they don't know is Mr Fox has some help, and a fantastic escape plan of his 
own... 

 When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom of his grandad's garden, he 
doesn't think much of it. But he takes the funny fruit from the tree back into the house - 
and gets the shock and delight of his life when a tiny dragon hatches! The tree is a 
dragonfruit tree, and Tomas has got his very own dragon, Flicker. 

 My parents decided it would be a good idea to move house and move me to a new 
school at the same time. As if I didn't have a hard enough time staying out of trouble at 
home, now I've also got to try and make new friends. What's worse, the class bully 
seems to think I'm the perfect target. At least Eid's around the corner, which means a 
feast (YAY) and presents (DOUBLE YAY). Well, as long as I can stay in Mum and Dad's 
good books long enough... 

 


