
 

December News Update 
Friday 5th December 2025 

Headteacher's Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the December News Update. I hope that you and your families are keeping well. 

We are now only two more school weeks away from breaking up, and the last month has been a 

busy one in school. Earlier this week, I had the privilege of joining Year Six on their visit to the 

Houses of Parliament. The children got to see inside both the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons, as well as meet our MP, Simon Hoare. The learning about democracy and the way 

laws are made and agreed really came alive. 

Elsewhere, we are all very excited for the Early Years Nativity in the coming weeks. It is always a 

highlight of the Autumn Term Calendar. Also, next week, we will be enjoying Carols by 

Candlelight when Year One and Year Two children will be singing and entertaining friends and 

family. 

Please may I also take this opportunity to remind everyone that our Christmas Service at the 

Blandford Forum Parish Church will be taking place on Thursday, 18th December. Please 

remember to drop off at the church instead of school. You are warmly invited to join us in our 

Christmas celebration. 

Values Survey 

Firstly, thank you to everyone for their contributions to the recent Values Survey.  

We are very pleased to be able to announce the new values for the school and Nursery: 

• Love 



• Peace 

• Joy 

• Forgiveness 

• Respect 

The value of Love was one that came out strongly in the community survey and was 

overwhelmingly voted for by the children in school (voted 2:1 in favour above all other values). 

The next step will be to launch these new values in the new year... More to follow. 

Smartphone Survey 

Firstly, thank you to everyone for their contributions to the recent Smartphone Survey. 

We had just under one hundred responses to this survey, and the results will be combined and 

reviewed alongside the results of the other DSAT schools in the local area. More information 

and the next steps about this important project will be published in the new year. 

Dates for the diary: 

Tuesday 16th December - EYFS/Key Stage One Christmas Lunch Day 

Wednesday 17th December - Key Stage Two Christmas Lunch Day 

Thursday 18th December - Christmas Service @ Blandford Forum Parish Church 

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January 2026: Christmas break 

Monday 5th January 2026 - Inset Day - school closed for all pupils 

Tuesday 6th January - All children return to school 

Wednesday 21st January - Class Worship: Sea Turtles (Y2) 

Wednesday 11th February - Class Worship: Rainbowfish (Y2) 

Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February: Half-term break 

Monday 23rd February - Inset Day - school closed for pupils 

Tuesday 24th February - All children return to school 

Friday 27th March - Last day of the Spring Term 

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April - Spring/Easter Break 

Monday 13th April - Inset Day - school closed for all pupils 



Tuesday 14th April - All children return to school 

 

Wishing you every happiness this coming Christmas and New Year, 

Mr Carter 

 

News from the Nursery... 

This half term, the children have loved exploring the changes in the seasons, enjoying nature 

walks, autumn crafts, and plenty of outdoor fun. It’s been wonderful to see their curiosity and 

creativity shine. 

Our preschool children are also getting ready for their Christmas Carol Service at the end of 

December. They’ve been practising their song and can’t wait to share this special festive event 

with their families. 

Children in the Butterfly and Caterpillar rooms have now received their nursery uniform, which 

looks fantastic! A huge thank you to Friends of School for generously funding this. It’s been a 

wonderful addition for our nursery. 

Finally, we are delighted to announce that some new team members will be joining us: Megan 

Spenser, Georgina Frankland, Kerry Josling and Kimberley Clayton. Some have already started, 

and others will be joining us before Christmas. We’re excited to welcome them and look 

forward to you getting to know each of them over the coming weeks. 



Wishing you every joy this coming Christmas. 

From everyone at the nursery. 

Friends of ABW Update 

A huge, heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make the Christmas Fair such a fantastic 

success! It was wonderful to see so many of you there, having fun and getting into the festive 

spirit. We’ve already had amazing feedback from both parents and children, and although we’re 

still finalising the totals, we’re feeling very hopeful that we’ve raised a brilliant amount to go 

towards exciting opportunities for our children. We’ll share the final figure with you as soon as 

we can! 

Looking ahead, we’ve got one more fabulous event before the end of term:  

     Year 1 and 2 Carols by Candlelight—with drinks and festive treats on offer! 

 Year 1 and 2 families and friends, we can’t wait to see you there. 

We’re also thrilled to share that this term we’ve been able to fund the repainting of the netball 

court lines on the playground, as well as welcome all our new nursery children into the 

Archbishop Wake community with their very own special Nursery polo shirts—already being 

worn with pride! 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 19th January at 6 pm in the school. A link to join online 

will be available closer to the date. 

Please speak to a member of the Committee, email friends@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk1 or 

complete our sign-up form: Welcome to the Friends of Archbishop Wake! – Fill in form2 if you 

would like to find out more. Every offer of help, no matter how big or small, is greatly 

appreciated — your support enables us to run these fantastic events for our school community 

and to raise valuable funds for the benefit of all our children. 

 

 
1mailto:friends@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk 
2https://forms.office.com/e/PncVgPxhXY 



 

Parent/Carer Council 

Thank you for your most recent questions to the school.  

Sports day - could it perhaps include a throwing task next year, as not all children are into the 

running type activities / tasks. 

Thank you for your suggestion! Sports Day is just a small snapshot of the wide range of activities 

children experience through our PE curriculum. Throughout the year, pupils take part in many 

different sports and skills, including throwing, catching, and team games. 

On Sports Day, we have to choose events that work well for the whole school and allow us to 

manage visitors and timings effectively. We aim to make the day enjoyable, inclusive, and safe 

for everyone. 

We’ll certainly take your idea into consideration when planning future events, and we really 

appreciate your feedback. 

The language of parents and pupils at school drop-off and pick-up can be awful. It sets a 

really bad example to others.  

Thank you for raising this important point. We will always address inappropriate language with 

pupils and remind them of our expectations. If you hear a child using bad language, please let a 

member of staff know so we can follow it up. 

Equally, we ask all parents and carers to help us set the right example by using appropriate 

language at all times around the school. Together, we can create a positive and respectful 

environment for everyone. 

Thank you for your support in reinforcing this message. 



Please can you ensure the teachers allow pupils to refill their water bottles? Some children 

have not been allowed a drink after lunch.  

We’re really sorry to hear this. We actively encourage children to drink water throughout the 

day, and they should always have access to refill their water bottles. Staying hydrated is 

important for learning and well-being. 

If you notice this is a problem, please speak directly to your child’s class teacher so we can make 

sure it’s addressed. 

PE doesn't seem to be prioritised and often does not take place if the weather is bad, even if 

the school hall is free. This is disappointing for the children who enjoy PE, and presumably, it 

helps to have calmer children/classes if they get some energy out of them during PE. Or 

sometimes children are told there is not enough time to do PE. 

Thank you for sharing your concerns. We absolutely agree that PE is vital for children’s wellbeing, 

fitness, and overall development. Each class has two scheduled PE slots—one outdoors and one 

in the hall. Unfortunately, when the weather is very bad, it’s not always possible to use the hall 

because it is heavily timetabled for 13 classes, collective worship, and lunch setup from 11:30 to 

1:30, which limits availability. 

We’re sorry if it feels like PE doesn’t take priority. Please be assured that we value PE as one of 

our foundation subjects and will remind staff of its importance. If you feel your child’s class is 

missing PE regularly, please speak directly to the class teacher.  

 

Thank you for all your feedback - your views and support really do matter. 

 



 

Vacancy: School Crossing Patrol 

 



The Autism Mum's Podcast (TAM) 

 



Christmas near Blandford 

 



Cyber Choices - Dorset Police Capabilities Unit 

 



Artz+ Sportz+ 

 



Winter in Dorset 

 

Contact Details 

Archbishop Wake CE Primary School and Nursery 

Black Lane 

Blandford Forum 

Dorset 

DT11 8SW 

01258 453 120 

 

nursery@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk3  

 
3mailto:nursery@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk 



Facebook: Search for 'Archbishop Wake CE Primary School' 

Visit us on the web at https://www.archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk/  

 

 

 


