
 

January News Update! 
Friday 16th January 2026 

Headteacher's Welcome 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, Happy New Year! I hope you and your families had a wonderful break. 

The school term has started well, albeit very wet and often cold. However, this has not stopped 

the learning, or even trips taking place: Year Two visited the farm this week on possibly the 

wettest day! 

There is much to look forward to in school in the coming weeks, and I have included diary dates 

to be aware of below. As always, please note that all dates and times are subject to change, so 

please keep an eye on social media, emails and in-app messages on Arbor. We try as much as 

we can to let you know of any changes as quickly as possible. 

Before Christmas, the last few weeks were busy with lots of community activities... 

• Year Two sang at the Evangelical Church 

• Year One and Year Two thrilled an audience at Carols by Candlelight 

• Year Six visited The Blandford School for French Christmas storytelling 

• The school choir sang carols at Blandford Hospital 



• Children in Year Four (and Mrs Pitcher) braved the winter weather for the Yuletide 

Festival and the lantern parade 

• EYFS entertained everyone with a beautiful Nativity 

• The school choir did an amazing job at the Mayor's Civic Carol Service 

Many thanks to everyone for making the end of the term so magical and wonderful! 

Flourishing @ ABW 

As you know, we have renewed our school values  - thanks to everyone in the school community 

for contributing their thoughts. 

This term, we are focusing on the two values of peace and forgiveness. We have already started 

thinking about how we can become ambassadors of peace. It is clear that throughout history, 

figures of peace have come from all walks of life, all religions, all ages and all backgrounds.  

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid" 

John 14:27 

Dates for the Diary: 

Tuesday 20th January: Sea Turtles Farm Visit / Year Four Leeson House meeting 

Wednesday 21st January: Sea Turtles Class Worship 

Friday 23rd January: Key Stage Two Pantomime (in school) 

Friday 30th January: Mad About Animals (a Friends of ABW event) in the school all day 

Wednesday 11th February: Rainbowfish Class Worship 

Friday 6th February: Friends of ABW Bingo Evening (see below) 

Week beginning 9th February: Parent/Carer Consultations (more details to follow) 

Friday 13th February: Last day of half-term 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th Febuary: Half-term break 

Monday 23rd February: Inset day - school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 24th February: School re-opens for all pupils 

Friday 27th February: Yeas Six visit to Bryanston 



Wednesday 4th March: Seals Class Worship 

Tuesday 10th March: Year four Trip to the Ancient Technology Centre 

Wednesday 18th March: Class and Leavers' photos / Swordfish Class Worship 

Thursday 19th March: Friends of ABW Spring Disco 

Thursday 26th March: Easter Church Service at Blandford Forum Parish Church / Easter Fair in 

the afternoon / Year One visit to the Museum of East Dorset 

Friday 27th March: Last day of the Spring Term 

Monday 20th March - Friday 10th April: Easter break 

Monday 13th April: Inset day - school closed to all pupils 

Tuesday 14th April: School open to all pupils, start of the summer term 

Many thanks for all of your support. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Carter 

Your views matter: Children's Mental Health 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Over the past few years, we have been working closely with the Mental Health Support Team 

(MHST) in schools. The MHST provides early, evidence‑based support for children experiencing 

mild-to-moderate anxiety, low mood, and other well-being concerns.  

This support includes one‑to‑one sessions for children, group work for families, and training for 

school staff, all delivered as part of a whole‑school approach that promotes positive mental 

health. 

We would like to learn more about your views on children’s mental health and wellbeing. If you 

are able to take a few moments to complete a survey, your feedback would be greatly valued 

and appreciated. 

To access the survey, please click here1. Alternatively, please use the QR code. 

Thank you for your time and support. 

 
1https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hlbZuNBmU0-
_LuNtoIaqtuaoEE4LuwpNp6A1MgFpIttUNFo5T0FDNUZLSkhKVEU0UkM1RTlJMFBZRS4u 



 

 

Friends of ABW Update... 

Welcome back from the Friends! 

We ended the Winter Term on a high, raising a fantastic £4,188, plus £1,500 from the Tesco 

grant — thank you so much for your support! It’s been lovely seeing the Breakfast Club children 

enjoying their new scooters, bought with the grant. 

We have an exciting Spring Term ahead. We were delighted to fund a pantomime performance 

for KS2 to start the term, and we’re very excited to welcome Mad4Animals to school and 

nursery on 30th January. The day will include a whole-school assembly and hands-on animal 

sessions for every class and the nursery. 



Our popular Bingo Evening returns on 6th February at the Royal British Legion. Bring your 

friends along for a great night out — £10 all in, including all bingo games, house special and 

cash prize games, with prizes of £10, £15 and £25). Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7:30 pm. 

We’ll also be holding a smaller Easter event on Thursday, 26th March, with a raffle, children 

singing and a fun activity. More details coming soon. 

Our next meeting is on Monday, 19th January at 6 pm, with another on Thursday, 5th March at 

6 pm, both at school. Link to join online on the 19th is: FOS meeting | Meeting-Join | Microsoft 

Teams2 

If you’d like to get involved, please speak to a committee member, 

email friends@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk3, or complete our sign-up form. Every bit of help 

makes a big difference — thank you for supporting our school community! 

 

Blandford Rotary Quiz Night 

The Blandford Rotary Club have always been especially generous when helping the school. In 

recent months, they have helped with purchasing new cots for the Nursery and continue to 

support the school and its community.  

Please see the following information about an opportunity to join them for a quiz evening and 

Ploughman's supper... 

We are hosting a Quiz evening with a Ploughman’s supper on the 21st February to raise funds 

for the local schools in Blandford, as we realise that there is a need for help to fund all sorts of 

‘extras’ that schools can’t afford, so we’re hoping that the Quiz evening will give us some added 

pennies to help further. 

Please see the flyer for more details. 

 
2https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_YmUzNDY5YzEtYjU1ZC00NWU4LTg4ODItNjJlYzMwYTFiMjgy%40thread.v2/0?context={"Tid"%3
a"b8d95686-66d0-4f53-bf2e-e36da086aab6"%2c"Oid"%3a"1d4e49fc-97f2-4e1a-bd7a-3f06267f42a5"} 
3mailto:friends@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk 



 

February Half-Term 2026 Artz+ Sportz+ 

Our tutors, coaches and support team will always do their utmost to support each child, 

including providing 1:1 support or greater, where required.  

If they wish, parents/carers may stay at any session, but we ask that new parents/carers stay on 

site for your child’s first session whilst we get to know you both.  

A member of our support team will be allocated to you. At future sessions, your child may be 

left in the care of our team, where we are able to meet his/her needs.  

For sessions that include swimming, we may ask you to attend if your child cannot change 

in/out of swimwear without assistance. 

We can adapt many sports sessions to include wheelchair users. All indoor and some outdoor 

venues are accessible.  Our Team Leaders are Safeguarding Level 3 trained, and we have a 

teamof Designated Safeguarding Leads. Staff trained in emergency first aid are present at all 

events.  



We also have staff trained in buccal midazolam tosupport children with epilepsy and in the use 

of EpiPens/adrenaline auto-injectors in the management of anaphylaxis. Parents/carers must 

beavailable on an emergency telephone number. If you would like to find out more or discuss 

any concerns, please email: leisure@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk4 

For more information: dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/sport-leisure/artz-sportz  

Booking and helpful information 

Places must be booked in advance. If demand is high, we will allocate places. We can supply 

details of how we do this fairly on request. 

Unless otherwise stated, activities cost £7.65 per child for 2-3 hours, £10.20 for 4 hours and 

£12.85 for 5 hours or more. There is a 20% subsidy for those on income-based benefits. 

To book, email leisure@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk stating your name, address, telephone number, 

chosen workshop(s), number of spaces and childname(s). 

Bookings close on Wednesday, 28 January, and allocation will take place on Thursday, 29 January. 

After allocation, anyremaining places will be advertised on www.facebook.com/ArtzSportz 

 
4mailto:leisure@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 



 



Train to teach: Poole SCITT 

 

Contact details 

Archbishop Wake CE Primary School and Nursery 

Black Lane 

Blandford Forum 

Dorset 

DT11 8SW 

01258 453 120 

 

nursery@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk5  

 
5mailto:nursery@archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk 



Facebook: Search for 'Archbishop Wake CE Primary School' 

Visit us on the web at https://www.archbishopwake.dsat.org.uk/  

 

 

 


