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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

We teach music weekly in each year group, with lessons lasting between 35-45 minutes,
alongside a weekly singing assembly. We use our singing assembly as an opportunity to
teach our pupils about the history of music, as outlined in the national curriculum for KS2,
and subscribe to ‘Musician of the Month’ to deliver this effectively. Our class teachers,
with support from the school’s music lead, are adept in adapting our curriculum to meet
the needs of children with additional needs and/or disabilities, and these bespoke
adaptations ensure that music can be enjoyed by all. Our music curriculum is informed by
the national and model music curriculum, delivered via schemes of work written by
Charanga. Children can learn, play, and hone their skills with the glockenspiel as part of
weekly music lessons, but we also have access to class sets of recorders, jumbie jam
steel pans, boom whackers and a variety of untuned instruments. We access the
musicianship programme in Year 4, where we receive specialist instrumental teaching for
a term. Last year, we accessed support and training from our local music hub to train
teachers further in the teaching of composition, using instruments. This has had a
positive impact by improving teacher pedegogy in this area of the music curriculum,



providing consistency in the way it is taught, and allowing for improved progression
across each age phase. We will look this academic year at providing training in the area
of notation, with a view to improving our methodology and recording. More information
about our music curriculum can be found on our school website.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum. We offer peripatetic music tuition in keyboard, piano, drums
and guitar via certified music teachers. We signpost opportunities where local charities
and grants are available for support with the costs of music tuition to qualifying families or
carers. We also signpost children to live music opportunities and learning opportunities
within the local area. We have a choir that practises all year round, and performs at
events such as the mayor’s civic yuletide service, Clayesmore event days, performances
in the community and opportunities to perform within the Blandford hub cluster. Our Sing
Up festival was attended by all schools in the Blandford hub and performed to a wide
cross-section of the community. Through our partnership with Dorset Music Hub, we will
continue to run two music therapy groups in school this academic year. These follow a
10-week programme, and have proven successful in promoting the use of music through
a wide range of activities to improve pupils’ emotional health and self-esteem.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. As
mentioned in part A, all children take part in a weekly singing assembly for the whole
school. Occasionally during this time, musicians are invited in to perform to the children,
covering a wide selection of music, from guitar and ukulele, to brass band ensembles.
We are also entertained by theatre groups, who perform a yearly pantomime in school,
whilst Years 5 and 6 are invited to experience the yearly music production at Bryanston
School. The children themselves perform to parents and carers during class assemblies.
Year 4 participate in the yearly | Sing Pop experience across the whole trust, performing
at Salisbury Cathedral. At the end of autumn term, Reception and Year 1 join to perform
a small-scale Christmas production, Year 2 performing a Christmas singing concert
entitled ‘Carols by Candlelight’, whilst Year 6 put on a full-scale end of year musical
production. Different year groups have made links in the local community, in particular
with the hospital, church groups and care homes, and perform once or twice annually at
these venues. All performances put on in the community, and to parents and carers are
free.



In the future

Our curriculum team with leadership responsibility for music will be looking to improve the
children’s understanding of the key element of rhythm, using opportunities during both
our weekly singing assembly and during curriculum teaching to develop this. We also
want to look into provision for ensembles to be taught as after-school clubs and how this
might work. Furthermore, as outlined in Part A of this document, we want to train and
upskill teaching staff in their ability and confidence when teaching notation, and what this
might look like at an age-appropriate level.



